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English 9    2 Credits 
For Grades 9-12   2 Semesters 
 
Emphasis will be on improving writing skills, vocabulary 
development and reading literature. 
 
ALP English 9    2 Credits 
For Grade 9     2 Semesters 
Prerequisite: 8th grade Language Arts teacher  
recommendation 
 
This course is intended to challenge the more academically 
able student.  In addition to skills covered in the regular 
freshman English course, the content of this course will be 
accelerated and enriched to provide an extensive study of 
grammar, punctuation, vocabulary, composition, and litera-
ture.   
 
English 10    2 Credits 
For Grades 10-12   2 Semesters 
 
Designed to help students improve in their basic language 
skills, the course of study will include the review and rein-
forcement of grammar fundamentals and standard English 
usage as well as reading short stories, poetry, a Shake-
spearean drama, and novels. At least one essay per six 
weeks is required. 
 
ALP English 10   2 Credits 
For Grade 10    2 Semesters 
Prerequisite:  Instructor Approval 
 
This course is designed to challenge the more academical-
ly able student. In addition to skills covered in the regular 
sophomore English class, this course will emphasize the 
skills and preparation necessary for success in future high-
er level English classes, including AP and college courses. 
The content of this course will be accelerated and enriched 
to provide study of complex texts, language, grammar, vo-
cabulary, rhetoric, and writing for a variety of purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English 11    2 Credits 
For Grades 11-12   2 Semesters 
 
The course is designed to improve skills in reading, writing 
and language through the study of themes and writers of 
American literature, past and present. 
 
AP English Language    2 Credits 
For Grades 11    2 Semesters 
Prerequisite:  Instructor Approval 
 
This course prepares students for the AP Language exami-
nation, which will be taken in May. Preparation for the  
exam includes extensive reading, rhetorical analysis,  
writing and discussion. Students will learn close-reading 
and critical thinking skills, analyze how writers communi-
cate effectively and then apply these skills to their own  
writing. Writing is the primary goal of the class and essays 
will be heavily weighted. The course moves at a rapid 
pace, will center on American literature (novels, short sto-
ries, poetry and a focus on non-fiction) and is equivalent to 
a 100 or 200 level college writing class.  
 
English 12    2 Credits 
For Grade 12    2 Semesters  
 
Vocabulary studies enhance student ability to communicate 
effectively. Composition reinforces the six writing traits. A 
study of British and world literature provides a vehicle for 
analysis and discussion. First semester requires comple-
tion of a Senior Paper. Second semester focuses on devel-
opment and completion of a required Senior Project. 
 
AP English Literature    2 Credits 
For Grade 12    2 Semesters 
Prerequisite:  Instructor Approval. 
 
This course prepares students for the AP Literature exami-
nation, which will be taken in May. Preparation for the test 
includes extensive reading, writing, and discussion.   
Students not only learn how to understand the ideas of a 
work, but also how the writer communicates the ideas to 
his or her audience. A variety of challenging and mature 
texts (classic and contemporary prose, poetry, and drama) 
are included in the coursework, which is comparative to 
that of a 200 or 300 level college literature class.  
Completion of the senior paper, project, and presentation 
are also requirements of the course. 
 
 
 

Course Offerings 

English 
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Speech     1 Credit 
For Grades 11-12   1 Semester 
 
This performance-based course is designed to develop 
communication skills through application of the communi-
cation model. Interpersonal skills, communication in the 
workplace, listening skills, critical thinking, time manage-
ment, research skills, speech organization and presentation 
will be the focus of the course and the three main speech-
es. The controlled and supportive classroom environment 
is an ideal setting for students to practice and perfect those 
communication skills. Special attention will be placed on 
communication in the workplace and preparation for senior 
project.   
 
Communication for Career and Community 
For Grades 11-12   1 Credit 
     1 Semester 
 
This course will help prepare students for the real-world, 
practical skills in reading, technical writing and speaking 
will be emphasized. Students will also develop effective 
workplace and community skills through a continuous cycle 
of discovery and application. Although this course will be 
beneficial to any junior or senior, this would be a great elec-
tive spring semester for a senior who is looking for a low 
stress/highly useful elective that offers one-on-one assis-
tance with the portfolio.  
 
Yearbook    2 Credits 
For Grades 10-12   2 Semesters 
Prerequisite: Teacher approval, application process. 
Students must have successfully passed Commercial 
Photography 1 
 
Course will focus on lay-out design, photography, inter-
viewing, proof reading and other steps toward the comple-
tion of the CHS yearbook. One must be a responsible,  
mature student. 
 
Creative Writing I   1 Credit 
For Grades 9-12   1 Semester 
 
Course offers students the opportunity to develop and 
improve their technique and individual style in short story, 
essay, personal narrative, and poetry writing. Prose focus 
includes plot structure (characterization, point of view, and 
setting), literary devices, and dialogue. Poetry focuses on 
a wide variety of poetic forms including haiku, ode, limer-
ick, sonnet, and narrative. Format includes both rhyme 
and free verse, and focuses on creating imagery, incorpo-
rating figurative language and developing symbols.  While 
this class emphasizes writing, exemplary representations 
and authors may be studied to provide a fuller apprecia-
tion of the form and craft. Students will be required to  

journal daily, to share and discuss their own original work, 
and to edit the work of their peers. 
 
Creative Writing II    1 Credit 
For Grades 9-12   1 Semester 
 
Students who have successfully completed Creative  
Writing I may enroll in this course. It is a continuation of 
both prose and poetry, with an emphasis on growth and 
development of the writer‘s voice. Increased output is ex-
pected and coursework demand is elevated. In addition, 
these students will help construct, layout, and edit the 
year-end edition of Valhalla. 
 
Introduction to Debate   2 Credits 
For Grades 9-12   2 Semesters 
Freshmen must have passed 8th grade Language Arts with 
a ‗C‘ or better, and all students must have passed at least 
five classes during the previous spring semester. 
 
Basic skills in research, analysis, organization, and refuta-
tion will be emphasized in a competitive environment. The 
course will include study and practice in policy and Lincoln-
Douglas styles of debate as well as Mock Trial and Student 
Congress. Students will also learn speech event tech-
niques.  
Semester 2 credit fulfills the Speech requirement for gradu-
ation.  
 
ALP Debate    2 Credits 
For Grades 10-12   2 Semesters  
Prerequisites: Instructor Approval and Application Pro-
cess. 
 
For students with at least one year of debate experience.  
Theory applied to the competitive setting is the primary fo-
cus. Students will be prepared to participate in various 
speech contests and debate tournaments. This is a class 
designed for the competitive debater/speaker. 
 
Movies as Literature   1 Credit 
For Grades 9-12   1 Semester 
 
This course explores the context of literary devices used in 
film as well as the connection between film and literature. 
Students are expected to have the necessary background 
in analyzing and discussing literature. This course requires 
extensive writing in addition to viewing films and taking part 
in class discussions. Students are expected to write con-
structed responses on a daily basis and give class 
presentations.  
 

 
 
 

Speech and English Electives 


